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Theatrical Observer. 





* Nothing extenuate, nor se! dows aught in Malice.” 
No.19. NORWICH, Wednesday, April 25th, 1827. 14d. 








DRAMATIC REVIEW, NO. 6. 


Srr,—Encouraged by the readiness with which my preceding letters found 
admittance into your most useful publication, I have again to request an extension 
of the same indulgence to this my third epistolary effort—The complaint of “ A 
Friend to Improvement ” that appeared sometime ago, £ wish to take this oppor- 
tunity of mentioning, as one that really deserves the serious consideration, of those 
who have the power to remedy so great an inconvenience, to that portion ef the 
play-going public ‘who frequent the Pit,—nor is the picture he has drawn of the 
trouble, and’ .pefsonal risk'to be encountered, in crowded nights, at all too highly 
coloured, having myself not unfrequently experienced in propria persone, ocularand 

“tangible demonstration of the fact. There likewise exist, at times, other causes of 
complaint, that in my opinion seem to call as loudly for correction, and which may 
be said to arise from the negligence, or inability of those whose daty it is te pre- 
vent disorderly conduct in the house, more.especially in the Gallery, where the 
company do not always appear of the quietest description, on the contrary, so 
pugnacions are the gods, net altogether unlike the Heathen Deities »¢ Old, that re- 
gular pugilisti¢ combats.haye takea.place, to the no little annoyance of all peace- 
ably disposed people, and to the coniplete interruption, perhaps, of what is going 
forward on the stage. What are the Constables abont (if there are any employed) 
during these scenes of disturbance, I would ask? for itis a pity they don’t exert 
themselves a little more on such occasions, by an immediate ejectment of the belli- 
gerent parties, to settle their differences in a more suitable place.—-Yet, this inac- 
tivityof the police, disgracefal as it certainly is, may be termed venial compared 
with their shameful neglect, in permitting for a moment indecertt language to be 
used, so as to be distinctly audible to many parts of the Theatre. aiid of a nature to 
excite feelings in the highest degree painful to any well-regulated mind ; that many 
modest, respectable, and delicate, females who may happento be present, must 
alinost unavoidably hear. Itis true, that these abominable violations of good man- 
ners, are, I believe, but of very rare occarrence, when they do happen however, it 
is very much to be regretted that the good sense of every decent person within 
reach, does not summarily inflict upon the vnigar wretch, that just measure of indig- 
nation such conduct is calculated to excite.—I have thought, Sir, {to advert toa 
subject more agreeable) that in reference to your idea of oceupying the two vacant 
niches in front of the stage, the Statues most worthy:ot selection, and fittest com- 
panions for each other, are those of Shakspeare and Garrick, the one as a faithful 
embodier of the others loftiest intelectual creations, and thus, have the business of 
the stage proceed as it were under the immediate auspices of two of its greatest 


ornaments. 
Yours, &c. A SUBSCRIBER. 





Saturday, April 21st, 


TOWN AND COUNTRY. 


Taus-elegant Comedy, written by the late F. Tobin, Esq., was ex- 
ceedingly well acted. The Reuben Glenroyof Mr. Arian would’ 
T 
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have been a fipished performance, but for his continued, and 
we may say, lamented indisposition—towards the close of the 
fourth act, he was scarcely audible in the dress circle, we there- 
fore placed ourselves in the | it, and witnessed the labor with 
which he dragged through his task. The Honorable Mrs, Glen- 
roy, of Mrs. Hannam, was a truly lady-like personation. The 
Comedy went off extremely flat, and to a very thin house. As we 
have nothing particular to say as respects the peculiar merits of 
the other performers, we will take the liberty to make a few obs 
servations on the phrase adopted by many of our correspondents, 
namely “the rest of the Dramatis Persone were filled upas usual.” 
One. principal fault in the management ofthis Theatre, and in 
the casting of the various pieces is, that actors and actresses are 
often put out of their line; hence the inferior parts of a play not 
being ably supported, the general effect is not in unison with the 
particular feeling ereated by the principal characters, and conse- 
quently the play creates but little enthusiasm. There is nothing 
more important, not onlyin the drama, but to the leading persons 
in it, than those who represent even the most trivial characters, 
should execute their parts with ability; if a man has merely to 
come in witha message and be seen no more, were he to do it 
incorrectly, it would cast a slur upon the whole scene, and assist 
to destroy that illusion which the higher characters are striving to 
maintain. We regret to state that in consequence of the illness 
of Miss Willisms—the part of Rosalie Somers fell to the lot of 
Mrs Balls, 


THREE & THE DEUCE. 
Apoctythe middle of this farce, Mr Balls met with a serious 
accident, by striking his foot violently against a projecting part of 
a side wing ; the shock threw him to the ground, the ancle was 
severely sprained, but notwithstanding, he came on the stage to 
g° through his part, shewing an act of great heroism under such 
readful agony of pain, and it was only until he was deprived of 
the use of the limb that he gave up the task of re-appearing. The 
curtdin in consequence fall about 10; we were astonished and 
ashamed at the total want of feeling displayed by the audience on 
this occasion, who suffered this gentleman to go on with his part 
as if nothing had happened, although his pallid countenance de- 
noted the acutest feeling of painful endurance. 


PORTRAITURE OF THE;DRAMA, No. 4. 














MR. AND MRS. BAKER. 


These deserving members of the’ Corps Dramatique, take their 
Benefit on Monday next, April 30th. Asa Public Journalist, I beg 
leave strongly to recommend them to the extended patronage of 
all true lovers of the Drama. As a comic actor,.Mr Baker is al- 
ways chaste and correct; there is no assumption of consequence 
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about him, and he is always at ‘his post'whew dity calls him—if, 
he has any fault; it is one on the right’side, namely, an over abx- 
jous desite to please’ every body—we do not wish to see him oyer- 
bearing, neither do we desire to see him supercelious or fawning; | 
popularity is often lost by too mich concession : we tecommend 
him to read the moral attached to /Jsop’s Fable, of “ the Man, the 
Boy, and the Ass.” Mrs Baker is a lady of fascinating manners, 

| let an audience be ever so much out of haniour, either with 

themselves or others, she is sure to bring them back to their 

wonted hiliarity; her archness, and true comic spirit, infuses life 

and vigor into the most stupid productions—we know, and have 

witnessed the representation of pieces that would have sent us tow 
sleep but for her excellent acting. Our readers must not accuse’ 
us of favoritism or —, where merit and praise is due, here it 

shall meet its just reward. 

Tue Eprror. 


MR. WHARTON. 


Pages after pages have been devoted to the praise and blame 
of ‘ Young,’ and ‘Charles Kemble,’ while the Editor and Cor- 
respondents have hardly touched upon the‘ Munden’ of these 
boards, although when placed in his proper line, is superior to 
both of them. What can be more mirth-inspiring, more exqui- 
sitely comic, than the performance of Mr. Wharton in such cha- 
racters as Old Rapid, and the learned Antiquary, in “ Modern 
Antiques ?” The misfortune is, that he too often appears in parts 
that require some degree of pathos, and then, what can be so ri- 
diculous as the unfortunate burr, the drawling tone, which makes 
the exhortations of Las Casas, and the warmth of feeling of the 
brother, in the two Galley Slaves, tiresome, and even laughable ? 
The parts that suit him best, are those in which the pronunciation 
is rapid, as the testy old father, or the ignorant cit, like Old Doy- 
ley, who professes a great admiration for every thing that appears 
learned, and is delighted with the “‘ sesquipedalid verba” that 
soars beyond .the sphere of his comprehension. It is a matter 
of great surprise, that this, often excellent actor, should always 
so miserably fail in his Benefits—every one expresses sorrow for 
him, but no one attempts to assist and reward his exertions. The 
benefit nights are now beginning, and we sincerely hope this 
— so respected in his public and private life, will not 
ose where he ought to gain, but that a Norwich public will shew 
themselves patrons of merit, though unpretending and unsolicit- 
ing. 
Monday Evening, April 23rd. 

Broken Sword, Fortune's Frolic, and Chilvren in the 





Mr. ‘Arian in the first of these pieces, was barely audible.—For- 
tune’s Frolic was substituted for the Rival Valets in consequence 
of Mr. Balls’ inability to appear—Mr, Hamerton took the part of 
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Kstervan in the Broken Sword. Miss Williams came on the sta 
with her arm bound up, and looked in very bad health. There ap- 
pears to be an unhappy fatality attaching itself to this Theatre, for 
what with empty houses, and successive accidents, the business 
ofthe Drama is ‘uch curtailed in interest, and no doubt the Trea- 
sury feels it most vitally. 


To-the- Editor ofthe Theatrical Observer. 


Sitnx;—Allow me to make some observatfons bo the letter.of 
‘correspondent ‘* Veritas,’ on the subject of the benefit’of the Theatrical t und, 
the.purpose of.semoving-any misapprehension that may occur from his’ states 
ments,,which are correct only to acertuin extent, In order properly to appreciate 
their correctness, it may be better simply to detail the facts :—Until last year, the 
whole ofthe receipts: had‘ been applied) to the purposes of the fund, or what is 
termed.a ‘Free. Benefit” had been allowed; when in:consequence of the Pa- 
tentee conceiving that such a bespeak in the middie of the season (the time of which 
had however always been left to the Manager) operated most injuriously to his in- 
terests, he gave the Members of the Theatrical Fund: to understand that he could 
not allow: it;to take-place in future upon the saine terms, With a laudable motive 
fase aepeery injudicious, they determined to apply one half of the receipts to the 
Fund, and give the ots:er te the Patentee;. this was.aceordingly done, without the 
knowledge of the parties who Aad materially contributed to its success, and. the 
Patentee received last year us his moiety, £56 6s: 
The Masons accidentally didcovering: this. facty. were somewhat indignant at the 





ungracious application o* helf the receipts to a different purpose than they had. 


ever contemplated, and: very- p ow gee this feeling ; desirous however 
that. the: Theatrice]: Fond: should nots 


heaceforward, which would be- most convenient to the Patentee, and at the same 
time,wenld not compromise the interests of the Fund, To this proposition the Pa- 
tentee.did not accede, and indeed ‘* declined the-bespeak this year altogether.” 
From the above, it will therefore appear, Sir, that the statement of Veritas, 
‘that the annual play for the benefit of the Fund/is no longer to be nnder the patro- 
of the: Masong” is not quite correct, since it'applies only to this year; and that 
, was declined jby the Patentee,; and not'that the Masons thought 
proper to, give. up the } cago altogether. The only proposition on the part of 
the- Patentee’ is, that: bespeak should commence the season, in which case he 
will: allow: a: Free ‘Benefit, and to this-I have every reason to believe the Masons 
will..readily ; accede, as I am sure. they would have done for the present or past 
years, had the, inconvenience or injury to-the Patentee been properly and cour- 


teonsly: explained, 
” I’ am, Sir, Yours much obliged, PHILO-VERITAS. 


FOR. THE BENEFIT OF MR. SMITH. 


Qn; Wednesday, 25th April, will-be presented a New Melo Dra- 
matic Romance, (interspersed with Music), called The 


ANACONDA, 


The Terrific Serpent of Ceylon. 


Stafield ane a Song) Mr Williamson—Zadi, Mr Arlan 
Everard, Mr Balls—Hassan, Mr Hamerton—Young Seafield, Master Watkinson 
Slaves; Domestics, &c. 


Louisa, Mrs Brudenell--Lilla, Miss Williams—Zelie (with a song), Mrs D. Smith, 
Correspondents.—Rivers shail have insertion in our next.—simon Pure is re- 


eeived.—Andre’s Remarks must stand over, .as must several favours which are in- 
tended for insertion.—We-are-obliged-to omit the greater part of the play bill in 


this umber, which many of dur readers we know will not regret. 


Priatedby P. Crauefieid, Kethel-Street, Norwich. 














r, andi upon a jnst- consideration of all 
eircumatances, they. ed for this year only to: pay £35, the estimated expences: 
of the night, stating that they were quite disposed to enter into any arrangements, 
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